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Opening Prayer 

Bible 

Isaiah 48:17-22 (pew Bible regular print – p.596; pew Bible large 
print – p.1139) 

We will focus on the first part of v.20 where the Lord says, “Leave 
Babylon, flee from the Babylonians!” 

As you recall, in this part of Isaiah the Lord is speaking to His 
people Israel when they would be living in exile in Babylon. In 
previous weeks He has called His exiled people a worm and 
lowly. He has also assured His people that He only has eyes for 
them and will break them out of captivity.  

In this chapter, the Lord is looking ahead to the day when Cyrus 
will decree that Israel is free to return to Jerusalem. He is saying, 
“Now is your chance. Run for it!” 

In 48:20, how many commands of the Lord do you count? There 
is a sense of urgency in this verse that has been building 
throughout the chapter. See 48:1,12,14,16, and reread verse 18. 
What word or thought is repeated throughout the chapter?  

That is the proper response to the Lord’s commands in 48:20. 
According to the first part of this verse, what are God’s people to 
do? See also Genesis 12:1 (reg. – p.9; large – p.17) and  
Exodus 12:31 (reg. – p.54; large – p.104). In Isaiah 48:17, which 
words tell us that this command is meant to be taken personally? 



In the early days of Israel’s exile, that would not have been a 
difficult command to obey, as we read in Psalm 137. However, by 
the time they are free to go, fifty years have elapsed. It’s seventy 
years, if you’re one of those brought with Daniel. New generations 
have been born who have known only Babylon as home. Why 
would many Israelites choose to remain in Babylon? 

The boiling frog syndrome can be applied to the Israelites living in 
exile. How does the boiling frog syndrome apply to us? How does 
obsession with money, gossip, food, hatred towards a person, 
alcohol, judging others, people’s approval, or work get started? 
When applied to us, what does the command in the first part of 
Isaiah 48:20 tell us to do?  

The Lord warns His people that this is not the first time they have 
been down this road of not listening. Verses 18-19 and 22. The 
ending for the frog is not a good one. 

The Lord has in mind a different ending for His people this time. 
See Isaiah 43:25 and 44:22. What the Lord has done to make this 
possible is personal and is meant to be taken personally. “It was 
intensely personal. Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss. His friends 
ran for cover. His countrymen demanded His execution. His 
Father abandoned Him. It was very personal, but it was personal 
another level. Jesus suffered and died for you. He bled and 
sweated for you. He felt the nails and thorns for you. And because 
of that, Jesus comes for you in your personal Babylons and 
boiling pots. He comes to rescue, release, and free you from guilt, 
shame, and regret. And our response? We get out of Babylon and 
leap out of the boiling pot, and we declare it with a shout of joy!” 
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